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Lion Country Safari Tour Script 

Jambo! "Welcome" to World-Famous Lion Country Safari, 

Florida’s largest drive-through wildlife preserve.  Lion Country Safari 

is proud to be accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums – 

a testament to our dedication to the highest standards in animal care, 

education, ethics, and conservation.  As you approach the entrance, 

please be aware of some very important Safari rules.  The animals 

here are not tame.  They are wild animals, so the most important rule 

is to keep your doors locked and windows closed at all times.  No 

feeding of any animals in the preserve is permitted.  Please respect 

the home and health of our animals.  Do not throw trash or cigarette 

butts out of your window or on the ground anywhere in the drive-

through preserve or the walk-through adventure park. Place trash and 

recyclable items in the correct containers.  For the safety of the 

animals that live here, please drive slowly at about 5 miles or 8km per 

hour, and take your time to watch the animals to fully enjoy your Lion 

Country Safari experience. Please form two lanes of traffic as you 

travel through the preserve and if you wish to stop to observe the 

animals, please pull to the right side if possible. If you need 

assistance at any point during your visit, please call our Main Office 

at 561-793-1084 ext. 2000.         

You should now be nearing a set of gates that lead to the first habitat 

of the preserve. If you have not yet reached the sign for Las Pampas, 

please pause this recording now and restart it once you have reached 

that point. 

Las Pampas Habitat     

You are now entering Las Pampas, named for the grasslands 

of South America, where you will find a wonderful variety of animals.  

Watch out for the Aldabra tortoises!  Those aren’t just big 

boulders you see in the grass.  They are one of the largest species of 

land tortoises in the world.  Wild Aldabra tortoises can often reach 



weights over 500 pounds or 227kilograms and can have shells 4 feet 

or 1.2 meters in length.  They are also very long-lived animals, 

reaching 150 years or more. These gentle giants come from the 

island of Aldabra, off the coast of Madagascar in the Indian Ocean. 

The largest of the tortoises in this section is named Lancelot and has 

been under our care since 1969, nearly as long as we have been 

open. Lancelot is estimated to be in his mid-nineties and weighs over 

700 pounds or 318 kilograms. Lancelot has grown familiar with his 

keepers and recognizes his caretakers coming to feed him or just to 

say hi. Some of Lance’s favorite treats include watermelon and 

bananas and if you don’t see him grazing for grasses, keep an eye 

out for him in the shade or even the shallows of the lake along the 

roadside. Tortoises don’t swim, but Aldabras have been known to 

hang out in shallow water to cool off.  

Alpacas were domesticated from wild vicuñas and are primarily 

native to the Andes Mountain region of South America.  Their soft, 

durable wool is used in textiles and highly-prized by artisans. 

Although alpacas and llamas are related, alpacas are smaller in both 

height and weight and have finer, softer wool than llamas. Our 

youngest alpaca in the preserve is named Finn. Amongst our team, 

Finn is known to be overly curious and outgoing; he often needs to 

know what everyone is up to, from our keepers, to our landscaping 

team, to our maintenance staff. Finn even once grabbed a keeper’s 

hat right off their head and ran off with it, no doubt a fun game for him 

as the keeper spent 20 minutes chasing him around trying to retrieve 

his stolen hat.  

  Rheas are the fourth largest species of birds in the world today.  

Known as the ostriches of the New World, rheas are incapable of 

flight. They inhabit the grasslands of South America and feed on a 

wide variety of plants.  An interesting feature about them is that the 

males alone incubate the eggs and raise the offspring.  Although they 

are plentiful in human care, wild populations of rheas have declined 

significantly due to hunting and loss of habitat.  As a traveler, you can 

help protect rheas from poaching and avoid having your souvenirs 



confiscated or paying a hefty fine by being one of many people to say 

“no, thank you” to souvenirs and items made from protected wild 

animals.  

The brown pelicans are found along the coastal areas of North 

and South America and are a familiar sight here in Florida.  With 

permission of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Lion 

Country Safari offers a safe haven for these individuals that have 

sustained wing injuries in the wild and cannot be released back to 

their natural habitat. The pelicans under our care still produce 

offspring and you can sometimes see them search for and carry 

sticks back to the island to create nests. Baby pelicans hatched here 

at Lion Country Safari are free to come or go as they please, since 

they are a native species. When they grow and learn to fly, some opt 

to fly off to the coast to join the native Florida population while others 

may remain here under our care.  Wild pelicans are at considerable 

risk of becoming entangled in carelessly discarded fishing line – 

please fish responsibly and do your part to properly dispose of trash. 

The Brazilian tapir is an odd-looking mammal native to the 

forests of South America.  At first glance these animals look much 

like an enormous brown pig and their long snouts look similar to an 

elephant’s trunk; however their closest living relative is the 

rhinoceros. As herbivores, tapirs feed largely on vegetation and fruit 

and their body shape is well suited for quick movements through thick 

underbrush. They are also excellent swimmers and spend a good 

deal of time in the water. When the tapir here at Lion Country Safari 

isn’t enjoying a soak in the pond, she can often be found napping. 

Don’t be alarmed if you see her dozing on her side in the company of 

black vultures; these birds are scavengers so they often wait for the 

tapirs and other animals to be fed or even to defecate. They will eat 

almost anything and are often called nature’s cleanup crew. 

As you drive through our preserve, you may notice many other 

native or visiting bird species, including white ibis, wood storks, 

purple martins and many more. These are wild birds that enjoy the 



habitats here at Lion Country Safari, either all year round, or as a 

stop on their migration routes. Lion Country Safari supports bird 

conservation efforts through our purple martin houses (an insect-

eating bird species of special concern that is almost completely 

dependent on nest houses) and our MOTUS tower. MOTUS is Latin 

for movement or motion, one of the main focuses of this project is to 

enable conservation and research by tracking the movement of 

species of animals. The MOTUS tower helps to track the movement 

of migratory species across Florida to support research and 

conservation efforts of birds, bats, and more. The tower can actually 

be spotted from the giraffe feeding experience platform in the walk-

through adventure park. 

You should now be nearing a set of gates that will take you 

through to the next preserve. If you have not yet reached the sign for 

Ruaha National Park, please pause this recording now and restart it 

once you have reached that point. 

Ruaha National Park Habitat 

You have now entered Ruaha National Park. This unspoiled 

African wilderness in Tanzania is known for its variety of wildlife. 

 The greater kudu is one of the most beautiful species of 

antelope in the world. Native to the bushlands and woodlands of 

central and southern Africa, kudus are browsers that eat the leaves 

and shoots from a variety of plants. Males are known for their 

spectacular, spiraling horns, which can grow as long as 3 to 6 feet (1-

2m).  

 Many of the animals reproduce or have babies here on safari 

and we welcome an average of about 80 baby animals from a variety 

of species on safari each year. The majority of these births occur right 

here, out on safari or in adjacent visible maternity areas. These births 

often happen in front of guests and you may even catch the miracle 

of birth on your visit here today or spot a newborn animal during your 

visit.  



We keep thorough records on each animal that we care for at 

the park and you may notice many of the animals have ear tags or 

unique patterns that allow keepers to identify nearly every animal at 

Lion Country Safari. With this identification, we can keep detailed 

notes about each individual animal and record a variety of important 

information about them, starting with their date of birth. Other notes 

can include breeding notes, medicine prescribed or given, veterinary 

records, enrichment given, training session notes, weights, and any 

other interesting things that may happen each day! 

You have probably noticed the ostrich in this section. Ostriches 

are the world’s tallest living birds. They are quite inquisitive by nature 

and will investigate new items by pecking at them. We’ll share more 

about the ostrich later, but if their curiosity has attracted them to your 

vehicle or windows and you can safely pass them, you are welcome 

to do so.  

You may have also noticed waterbuck, another African 

antelope species, in this section. We will see more ostriches and 

waterbuck further on in the safari. 

The medium-sized antelope in this section are impala. These 

graceful animals are so adaptable that they are found in grassland 

and light woodland habitats from southern Africa to the northern limits 

of East Africa. Impala weigh from 100 to 150 pounds (45-68kg) and 

range from 28 to 36 inches (71-91 cm) tall. Females are similar to 

males, except they do not have horns. The males’ graceful lyre-

shaped horns are 18 to 37 inches (45 -94 cm) long.  

You should now be approaching the gates to the Kalahari 

Bushveldt. If you have not yet reached the gates, please pause this 

recording now and restart it when you have reached the other side.   

Kalahari Bushveldt Habitat 

The Nile lechwe, an endangered species, is one of the most 

aquatic of all the antelope species.  Breeding males darken with age 



and become dark chocolate brown with a broad white saddle across 

the neck and shoulders.  Females, juveniles and neutered males are 

chestnut in color with white underparts, face, and throat markings.   

As their names suggests, they inhabit the flood plains along the 

banks of the Nile River in Africa, where they move back and forth with 

the rising and falling of the annual flood waters grazing on swampy 

grasses and aquatic plants.  They are excellent swimmers, and are 

often found grazing in water up to shoulder height.  Although lechwe 

are relatively slow on land, no other antelope can run as fast through 

water or are as efficient in mud.  If predators such as lions, leopards, 

hyenas or wild dogs threaten them, they will escape to the water for 

safety.   

The Gemsbok is a beautiful antelope with a striking black and 

white design on the face. Both males and females have long, sharply 

pointed horns that can extend almost 4 feet in length. The horns can 

be used for protection against predators such as lions, and when 

lowered parallel to the ground, can be lunged at an enemy with great 

accuracy. Gemsboks are very swift runners and can easily outpace 

potential predators such as African hunting dogs. They are well 

adapted to living in the arid areas of southwest Africa and can go for 

long periods of time without drinking.  They are able to endure the 

extreme heat of their desert environment by avoiding over exertion, 

resting during the hottest times of the day, and feeding at night or in 

the early morning hours when plants are likely to contain the most 

moisture. Their sandy-gray coats offer them great camouflage and 

make them nearly invisible in their natural desert habitat.   

This section is also home to a herd of wildebeest. The 

members of this African antelope species can be difficult to tell apart, 

since both males and females have horns. We’ll see more wildebeest 

later on.  

The ostrich you will see throughout several sections of the 

safari are easily recognizable and are the world's largest flightless 

birds. The adult males weigh as much as 350 pounds (158kg) and 



can grow to a height of eight feet (2.4m). They can attain a running 

speed of up to 43 miles (69km) per hour (the fastest speed of any 

two-legged animal), which is a good defense against most would-be 

predators. They are extremely strong and can be very aggressive, so 

keep your doors and windows closed and locked at all times. An 

ostrich can inflict severe injury with its beak or with a swift kick of its 

powerful leg. Ostriches, although large and somewhat intimidating, 

are also known to engage in some unique behaviors. With the largest 

eyeballs of any land animal, their relatively small-sized head can only 

accommodate a small brain. The ostriches at Lion Country Safari are 

very curious and will frequently peck on windows and windshields. 

While they do this, you may even notice that they are swallowing; 

they are usually not eating anything, but they’re not quite aware of 

that. While the ostriches may frequently begin to cross the road and 

forget why, please be patient as they’ll often resume their travel 

shortly.  

Adult male ostriches can be distinguished by their black 

feathers, while the feathers of females and immature birds are a dull 

gray. As you travel through the preserve, keep an eye out for nests; 

eggs are usually laid here at Lion Country between February and 

June and these large ground nests may contain 30 or more eggs at a 

time.  You won't be able to miss the eggs if they are around: each 

one is about the size of a cantaloupe and weighs about 5 pounds 

(2.3kg), the equivalent of approximately 24 chicken eggs.  If you are 

looking for a souvenir, empty ostrich eggs are seasonally available for 

sale at our main gift shop. 

You should now be nearing a set of gates, which will take you 

into the next preserve. If you have not yet reached the sign marked 

Gir Forest, please pause this recording now and restart it once you 

have reached that point.



 

Gir Forest Habitat 

The preserve you have just entered, the Gir Forest, is named 

for the famous wildlife sanctuary found in western India.  

Its inhabitants include blackbuck, nilgai, scimitar-horned oryx 

and Asiatic water buffalo. These animals have a large territory in 

which to roam, so please be sure to look carefully around as you 

drive slowly through. 

You will soon be passing through the gates to the Gorongosa 

Preserve, but you will return to further explore the Gir Forest in just a 

few minutes. You will probably notice an employee in a zebra striped 

vehicle up ahead of you. They are there for your protection and for 

the protection of the animals in the surrounding preserve, in case 

they try to wander into the domain of his majesty, the lion. Yes, there 

are lions ahead! Remember to look for lions on both sides of the road 

since we have multiple habitat areas. Please also be sure that your 

windows and doors remain closed at all times. Lions can sprint from a 

standing start and cover a hundred yards (91m) in a matter of 

seconds. As peaceful as they may look, they are incredibly powerful. 

If you have not yet reached the gates, pause this recording now and 

restart it when you reach the other side. 

Gorongosa Preserve Habitat 

There are a few things you should know about lions.  For 

instance, African lions are not jungle creatures. In Africa, they are 

usually found in open bush country or on the grassy plains, called 

savannas. They sleep as much as 20 hours each day. Here at Lion 

Country Safari, you will often find them resting peacefully in the 

shade during the heat of the day. 



If you do stop to watch the antics of the lions or to take pictures, 

please pull over to the side of the road, and make certain that you are 

not blocking anyone wishing to pass.   

The lion is unique among cats in that it is very social, living in 

an ordered group called a pride. The pride has a very well-defined 

social structure and is dominated by one or more adult males.  The 

male lions have a large mane of fur around their head and neck. 

Keeping an eye out for their manes, you should be able to spot the 

males in one of our habitats. Some of them, including K’wasi and 

M’saba,  have grown up together and can often be spotted relaxing in 

the shade very close to one another. K’wasi can be identified by his 

very full and dark mane. Although K’wasi appears very graceful and 

majestic, his keepers once caught him startled into a sprint by a leaf 

falling on his head. 

The core of a lion pride is made up of several related adult 

females, some of whom may have cubs.  Females tend to stay in the 

pride they are born into throughout their lifetime. In the wild, young 

males are forced out of the pride by the breeding males, who 

consider them to be future competition.  These young bachelors then 

live solitary lives or may band together in small groups until they are 

old enough, and strong enough, to be able to take over a pride of 

their own. 

Leela, one of the females in the pride at Lion Country Safari, 

gave birth to two cubs, Atlas and Mara, in late 2019. We have 

watched them grow and play and have seen their individual 

personality’s blossom. As they have matured, Atlas has begun to 

show his independence, taking his time to come out into the habitat 

each morning, often coming out last, and preferring to groom himself, 

rather than allowing his mom to. Mara has been a feisty cub since the 

beginning, initiating wrestling matches with her brother and climbing 

on her mom and her aunts as if they were a playground.  



As you travel through this area, you may notice structures that 

look like an actual playground, as well as buckets, picnic tables, a 

zipline and more. We provide the lions and all of the animals under 

our care with frequent enrichment. Enrichment is anything that we 

give the animals to mentally or physically stimulate them; for the 

lions, these could be objects to play, taste, smell or otherwise interact 

with like large plastic toys, frozen treats, paper maché prey with small 

pieces of meat inside, bones hung on zipline, unique scents and even 

rhino feces! Enrichment items will vary day by day and different 

animals will receive different types of enrichment. We’re proud of our 

enrichment program here at Lion Country Safari as we work diligently 

each day to make sure the animals that we care for are happy and 

healthy.  

   The structure of the pride offers some significant advantages to 

lions, one of the prime ones being protection of the cubs from other 

predators such as hyenas and jackals.  A second advantage is the 

opportunity to hunt for prey in groups.  Lions are not very choosy 

eaters, but they do tend to prefer large herd animals such as zebra, 

wildebeest, and antelope.  The females do the majority of the hunting 

for the pride and are very successful, catching prey in 1 out of every 4 

attempts.  They have excellent night vision and, although they will 

sometimes hunt during the day, the majority of the hunting is done at 

night when it is cooler.  Once a kill has been made, the males usually 

demand to eat first and may consume as much as 70 pounds (31kg) 

of meat at a single gorging.  

  It is often thought that males live a pampered life within the 

pride, but this is actually not true.  Males bear the responsibility of 

protecting the whole pride and for maintaining its territory. Heard from 

up to 5 miles (8km) away, the lion’s roar is an awesome sound and is 

used to communicate territorial boundaries to other nearby prides.  

Lions are in decline in the wild, with their population reduced by 

half in the last 25 years as a result of habitat loss and poaching. You 

can help wild lions by being an advocate for the species, sharing 



information and conservation messaging about them, donating to 

reputable organizations and even reducing your carbon footprint.  

What can be better than waking up to the sound of a lion’s 

roar? This special wake-up call is one of the many experiences you 

can enjoy, if you stay at our award-winning KOA campground. 

Amenities include a swimming pool, covered pavilion, volleyball and 

basketball courts, horseshoe pits, and shuffleboard. We have sites for 

RVs and tents, plus some cabins available to rent. For pricing 

information, stop by our main office or visit our website.  

You should now be nearing the next set of gates, which will 

take you back into the Gir Forest.  If you have not yet reached the 

gates, please pause this recording now and restart it once you have 

reached the other side.

Gir Forest Habitat 

Remember to watch carefully for the rest of the animals here in 

the Gir Forest.  Parts of this preserve are quite heavily wooded, and 

the animals here may well be hiding in plain sight. 

As you travel through the preserve today, you may notice some 

areas where you may not see animals. Each habitat in the preserve is 

many acres in size, allowing the herds of animals plenty of space to 

roam. The animals often travel through their sections throughout the 

day and may prefer to spend their time in certain pastures and more 

out in the open earlier in the day, but may move to the shade or even 

to water sources and mud wallows during the peak of the day.  

Look closely for the Scimitar-Horned Oryx, which formerly 

inhabited North Africa but is now extinct in the wild. This species now 

exists under the care or protection of zoological facilities or protected 

reserves while conservation plans are implemented to reintroduce the 

species to the wild. Lion Country Safari is proud to participate in a 

http://www.lioncountrysafari.com/


Species Survival Plan for the scimitar-horned oryx and has had great 

success with the herd reproducing; several calves are born to the 

herd almost every year.  They are mostly white with a reddish-brown 

neck. The males weigh up to 450 pounds (204kg) and the females 

weigh up to 300 pounds (136kg). Their diet consists of water-rich 

plants; this is useful during Africa’s dry season because they are able 

to go up to 10 months without drinking.  The life span of the Scimitar-

Horned Oryx is approximately 15 years. From the side, it is often 

difficult to see both horns on this antelope species. This illusion, plus 

a mirage in the desert, may be the reason that scimitar-horned oryx 

were often thought to be one of the origins for the existence of the 

mythical unicorn. 

 Perhaps the most impressive inhabitants of the Gir Forest are 

the Asiatic water buffalo.  They are normally found in swampy areas 

of India and Southeast Asia, and in this preserve you will likely find 

them partially submerged in one of the large lakes or canals.  These 

large, and sometimes aggressive, animals can weigh as much as a 

ton (907 kg) and have huge crescent-shaped horns, which curve 

back toward their shoulders.   

Their broad hooves are well adapted to distribute their weight over a 

large surface, so they don’t sink into the mud. Truly wild Asiatic water 

buffalo are very rare, but this species has been widely domesticated 

and there are millions of them currently living throughout the world.  

Gestation lasts approximately 10 months and one calf is typically 

born at a time.  They will nurse for 6 to 9 months, and do not reach 

maturity until 2 years of age. 

The larger of the two species of Indian antelope you will see 

here are the nilgai, which can weigh up to 550 pounds (250kg).  

Adult breeding males have short, straight horns; the slate-gray color 

of the males’ coats gives this species its name, since “nilgai” means 

“blue bull” in one of the languages of India.  Females and juveniles 

are brown in color and do not have horns, but both sexes can easily 



be identified by two white spots on each cheek, and what look like 

black-and-white striped socks at their ankles.    

Nilgai are mainly diurnal, which means they are active during 

the daylight hours.  They have very keen hearing and eyesight to help 

them sense approaching danger.  When startled, Nilgai can run away 

at speeds of almost 30 mph (48kph) and will often head to the water 

to aid their escape. Unfortunately, like many other species throughout 

India, wild populations of these beautiful animals have drastically 

declined due to over hunting and loss of habitat.    

 The smaller of the 2 species of Indian antelope you will find in 

this preserve are called blackbuck. They stand just 30 inches feet 

(80cm) tall and are named for the dark color of the coat of the mature 

breeding male, hence black-buck.  They have white bellies and 

prominent white circles around their eyes.  The male's straight, ringed 

horns twist 3 or 4 times and are about 2 feet (60cm) in length.  The 

females do not have horns and are light brown in color, but have the 

same white bellies and white circles around their eyes as the males 

do.  Noted for their speed, blackbuck can easily out-distance 

greyhound dogs, and are able to clear high fences from a standing 

jump.  That unique springing behavior you may see is called 

pronking. The blackbuck will leap straight up into the air and land on 

all four feet at once. This behavior may be associated with play, or it 

may serve to alert the rest of the herd to danger, or to notify potential 

predators that they have been seen and not to bother pursuing.  

 You may notice mature males spread throughout this habitat. 

These males seem to establish their own territories within the habitat 

and the main herd roams the entire area. Usually one mature 

breeding male can be seen with the main herd and you’ll spot him not 

only by his darker fur color, but also by his behavior. You can often 

see these males strutting with their noses in the air, horns tilted back, 

and tails flipped up as they patrol their territories. They may be the 

smallest species of antelope under our care here at Lion Country 

Safari, but they make up for it with big attitude! 



If you are enjoying your visit here today, consider purchasing 

an Annual Pass, which will entitle you to free admission to Lion 

Country Safari every day for an entire year at no additional cost.  We 

also highly recommend a Premium Tour for a behind-the-scenes look 

at Lion Country Safari and to get up close and personal with the 

WILD critters. Annual Passholders receive a 10% discount on 

Premium tours, 20% discount at our restaurant and gifts shops, and a 

10% discount on the daily rates at our award-winning KOA 

campground.  Don’t miss out on your opportunity to save at Lion 

Country Safari as an Annual Pass holder.  Stop by the Guest 

Services desk in the main office or the main retail shop for details.                                                                                               

You will soon be nearing the next set of gates, which will take 

you into the Serengeti Plains. This preserve is named for one of the 

best-known east African wildlife sanctuaries, where large herds of 

antelope dominate the landscape.  If you have not yet reached the 

sign marked Serengeti Plains, please pause this recording now and 

restart it when you have reached that point.

  

Serengeti Plains Habitat 

  The animals of the Serengeti Plains have a large territory in 

which to roam, so please be sure to look carefully around as you 

drive slowly through.   

In this expansive preserve are a variety of hoofed animals 

called ungulates, which can be easily identified by the different 

shapes of their horns.  By the way, do you know the difference 

between antlers and horns? Antlers, which are typical headgear of 

deer, are made of bone and are shed and re-grown again every year.  

Horns, which are the headgear of antelope, sheep, goats and cattle, 

have a bony core with an outer covering made up of keratin (the 

same protein that makes up your hair and fingernails). Horns are not 

shed annually and actually continue to grow throughout an animal’s 



lifetime. You’ll see many different species of antelope with a variety of 

beautiful horns in this section.  

 The Eland is the largest of the African antelope species, males 

reaching 6feet (2m) at the shoulder and weighing 1500 pounds 

(680kg) or more.  They have a thin, orange-colored coat with a few 

vertical white stripes across the shoulders and sides.  Both males and 

females have straight, screw-like horns that are often 3 feet (1 m)' 

long.  A flap of skin called a dewlap hangs down at the front of the 

neck, and bears a tuft of hair on the end of it.  They are found in small 

herds in the open habitats of east Africa.  Eland are easily tamed and 

are farmed in some parts of Africa for meat and milk.  Eland milk has 

three times the fat content and twice the protein of the milk from a 

dairy cow.  

As you approach the first loop of this section, you’ll notice an 

island habitat that is home to a male rhinoceros. This island habitat is 

home to Buck, the oldest rhino at Lion Country Safari and the oldest 

male southern white rhinoceros on record in the United States.  Male 

rhinos are generally solitary, with the exception of when they are 

pursuing a female for courtship. Buck has been at Lion Country Safari 

since 1972 and is estimated to be in his early 50’s. Buck was a 

breeding bull for our herd of rhinos for many years, but at his age, 

Buck is now relaxing on what we refer to as his retirement condo. The 

keepers monitor his food intake, weight and general health very 

closely and they spend time with him daily. Rhinos also like to roll in 

mud, but at his age, Buck is not able to coat his back on his own 

anymore so he enjoys an occasional spa day. The keepers have a 

special scrub brush that Buck enjoys scratches and exfoliation with. 

They also apply a layer of “Skin so Soft” which, while known for 

moisturizing, has insect repelling properties as well. Finally, the 

keepers will finish with a nice mud pack on Buck’s back to protect his 

skin from the sun and help to keep him cool during his naps. You’ll be 

able to see the main herd of rhinos in the next section of the 

preserve.  



An unusual-looking member of the antelope family is the white-

bearded wildebeest, also known as the gnu.  They have a top-heavy 

appearance due to their muscular shoulders and thin legs.  Their 

body fur is gray, marked by black stripes across the shoulders.  Their 

horns curve out over their ears and turn sharply upward at the ends.  

They appear to be a cross between a cow, a horse and a mule, with a 

beard thrown in for good measure.  

They certainly are aggressive-looking beasts, but they go into 

antics when approached, dashing off and wheeling about to gaze at 

any intruders.  In Africa, they are a favorite food source for the lion, 

and the young are frequently eaten by hyenas.   In dry seasons, 

some herds migrate in tremendous numbers to reach water and fresh 

feeding grounds.  Their reproduction is highly seasonal. All births 

within a herd occur mainly within a 2 to 3 week period.  

The African Watusi is one of the oldest breeds of cattle. Also 

known as the Cattle of Kings, Ankole cattle, and Royal Ox, this breed 

originated in eastern Africa. The various members of this breed are 

often named for the tribe that raises them or are classified by the area 

in which they are raised. Noted for its incredibly long horns, Watusi 

have been known to have horns that are 8 inches (20cm) in diameter 

and measure 8 feet (2.4 m) from tip to tip. These huge horns act as a 

cooling system by circulating blood through to the ends of the horn to 

disperse the heat before returning it to the body. Watusi cattle were 

first brought into the U.S. in the early 1960s.  They are now 

considered a valuable genetic resource that may lead to the breeding 

of hardier domestic cattle breeds. The Watusi at Lion Country Safari 

enjoy spending time together grazing, resting in the shade, and 

during the holiday season, playing with Christmas trees. Lion Country 

Safari will often put Christmas trees in the preserve for the animals to 

enjoy and many of the animals enjoy eating them or using them as 

scratching posts. The Watusi make a beeline to the trees as soon as 

they’re put out to take turns scooping them up with their giant horns 

and tossing them as high into the air as they can manage.   



You should be able to spot Waterbuck in this section. They 

have the white target-like markings on their rumps. If you look 

carefully, you can probably see males and females.  The females 

have no horns, giving them a particularly gentle appearance.  They 

have a strong musky scent, which is given off by their oily hair.   The 

waterbuck move in small herds in grassy or lightly wooded areas of 

central Africa.  They are the most water dependent of all the antelope 

species and so are never found far from the edge of a marsh or river.   

Female waterbuck will often attempt to conceal their newborn 

calves in thickets or tall grass for the first 2 to 4 weeks of life.   Calves 

are very mobile shortly after birth however, and often wander about 

on their own. 

The waterbuck herd can often be spotted grazing the in pasture 

or resting in the shade underneath the trees in the peak of the day. 

You may notice them watching the preserve alertly from their shaded 

spot. Although the waterbuck have been under our care and have 

never been under threat of predators, you can see how they 

instinctually remain hyper aware of their surroundings. Members of 

our keeper team have grown extremely fond of the waterbuck despite 

and perhaps because of this. As the relationship and the trust 

between the herd and the keepers have grown over time, it makes 

caring for these wary animals even more rewarding.  

You will soon be reaching the gates to the next preserve.  In 

case you have not yet reached that point, pause this recording now, 

and restart it when you have reached the sign marked Hwange 

National Park, named for the reserve in Zimbabwe.

    

Hwange National Park Habitat  

The animals you will see here are some of Africa's most 

interesting creatures, all roaming freely and sharing the same 

territory.  Because this territory is so large, the animals may very well 



be in various parts of this preserve at different times of the day.  

Please remember our animals always have the right of way.  

Although the white rhinoceros is not aggressive by nature, these 

massive animals may cause unintentional damage through natural 

activities. Please give the rhinos plenty of room to cross the 

roads and do not stop your vehicle close to them. 

 Speaking of rhino, you are sure to see many southern white 

rhinoceroses here in Hwange National Park. Don't let their name 

fool you: they are actually stone gray in color.  Their name is derived 

from the Afrikaans word "wyd” (pronounced vəi t  meaning wide or 

square-lipped. As grazers (or animals who eat primarily grass), white 

rhinos have a wider mouth than black rhinos, which are browsers 

(animals who primarily eat leaves and vegetation off of bushes and 

trees). Females are quite social and are usually found in small groups 

in thin woodland or grassy open spaces.   

White rhinos can weigh as much as 3.5 tons (3,175 kg), stand 

more than 6 feet (2m) at the shoulder and be longer than the average 

mid-size automobile.   All rhinos are shortsighted, but they have acute 

senses of smell and hearing.  They are basically peaceful creatures 

in spite of their formidable-looking horns. 

 It is widely believed that the horns are made of a bony material.  

Actually, the horns are composed of a mass of fibers made of keratin, 

the same protein found in the antelope’s horns and in our own hair 

and fingernails. Rhinos have been extensively over-hunted for their 

horns, which in some parts of the world are carved and used as 

ceremonial dagger handles, or are powdered and used for medicinal 

purposes. Today, all species of rhinos face threats to their survival 

and most are endangered. As a traveler, you can help protect rhinos 

from poaching and avoid having your souvenirs confiscated or paying 

a hefty fine by being one of many people to say “no, thank you” to 

souvenirs and items made from protected animals. 



 We are proud to say that many southern white rhinos have 

been born here at Lion Country since 1977.  Although some have 

remained here with us, others have relocated to zoological parks 

throughout North America as part of the Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums Species Survival Plan, or SSP. This conservation program 

helps to preserve strong genetics and sustainable populations of 

endangered species. Lion Country Safari has participated in the SSP 

for white rhinos since 1998. 

As an AZA-accredited facility, Lion Country Safari has a 

phenomenal animal care program for all of our species. We are 

particularly proud of our hands-on care system for our rhinoceros 

herd. Each rhino in the herd voluntarily enters a husbandry chute 

each morning before coming out to the main preserve so that our 

keepers can perform a quick health check, administer vitamins or 

medication as necessary, and work on health training. The rhinos 

receive positive reinforcement, a reward in the form of an especially 

delicious grain, for participating and then proceed into the preserve 

for the day. Thanks to this system, we were able to discover early 

enough that one of our rhinos had developed a rare form of cancer. 

Lissa, one of our older female rhinos, developed an abscess near the 

base of her horn that did not improve with treatment, leading us to 

discover that Lissa had developed a very large tumor under her horn 

that was also affecting the soft tissue around it. Thanks to a 

phenomenal team of keepers, veterinarians, and consulting vets and 

human doctors, over the course of approximately 8 surgeries 

(including the complete removal of the horn to eliminate the tumor) 

Lissa is now in remission and, as far as we know, cancer-free. Over 

time, Lissa’s horn has begun to grow back and in fact, this is the only 

known occurrence of a complete horn amputation with a surviving 

rhino. Lissa still participates in regular x-rays of her head as part of 

her health exams and has been an excellent patient. You can easily 

spot her with her very short horn, usually right next to her adult 

daughter, Eliza. 



If you haven't seen them already, watch out for the zebra.  Lion 

Country Safari is home to the largest herd of zebras on record in the 

United States. Wild zebra are among the most numerous and preyed-

upon creatures to inhabit the African continent. Lions, cheetahs, 

leopards, hyenas, and wild dogs all make zebras a staple in their 

diets. If it is attacked, a zebra will attempt to outrun its enemy, but it 

will also kick out with its hooves in an effort to disable them.  

Newborn zebras are very vulnerable and must therefore be able to 

stand and run alongside their mothers very shortly after birth. 

Zebra stripes have often been thought of as a form of 

camouflage but more recently, scientists believe that the stripes help 

to deter annoying flies and biting insects. Flies are usually attracted to 

large, dark objects and studies have shown that they are much less 

likely to zero in on an animal that is striped.  It has also been 

suggested that the stripes may help to create a cooling air flow as a 

relief to the intense heat on the plains. The temperature difference 

between the alternating dark and light colored stripes helps to create 

a current or flow of air, aiding in the evaporation of sweat.    Each 

zebra is unique and their black and white stripes are similar to 

fingerprints because no two sets are exactly alike. In 2018, two Lion 

Country Safari team members travelled to Kenya to participate in a 

photographic census of the Grevy’s zebra using their knowledge of 

zebra behavior and their familiarity with the uniqueness of zebra 

stripes. There are three main species of zebra in the world, all of 

which are threatened by poaching and other factors. Images taken of 

zebra during the Great Grevy’s Rally will help to determine the 

current population status of the Grevy’s zebra and will help 

conservationists determine where to focus their future efforts to save 

the species in Africa. We’re proud to have participated in this global 

conservation project. 

Included in your admission today is entrance into our walk-

through adventure park, Safari World. Enjoy the rides including the 

flying elephant ride, carousel, train ride, dry slide, water slides and 

Safari Queen boat ride. Feed a giraffe, birds, goats and sheep. Visit 



our animal theater for entertaining animal presentations or visit one of 

the many animal habitats. You may also play a round of mini golf or 

feed your herd in the restaurant, ice cream shop or one of the other 

food service locations. Then pick up a unique souvenir at one of our 

gift shops.    

Looking for your next group outing?! We have special rates 

available for your company picnics, family reunions, birthday parties, 

school field trips, Scout troops, church groups, and more. For more 

information, visit our website at www.lioncountrysafari.com. 

You will soon be reaching the gates to the next habitat area.  In 

case you have not yet reached that point, pause this recording now. 

As you’re approaching the chimpanzee island habitats on your 

left, look closely in the bushes to your right and see if you can spot 

our male Greater Kudu. These males are still able to move gracefully 

through the underbrush and thickets, despite their long, spiraling 

horns.        

 Chimpanzees are native to tropical Africa and are very 

comfortable in the Florida sub-tropical habitat.  You are likely to find 

them shaded in the large concrete culverts or under the climbing 

structures during the heat of the day. Chimpanzees do not swim, but 

you may spot a group member briefly wading into the water for a 

quick dip to cool off. If you’re fortunate enough to be traveling through 

this section at the right time, you may also get the chance to see the 

chimp keepers throwing produce, treats, or bottles to the chimps or 

shifting them from one island to the other using a bridge system. 

Chimps are naturally nomadic and our island system allows them to 

be on the move every day, just as they would be in the wild. This 

system also creates opportunities for daily foraging, exploration, and 

activities (see if you can spot the unique elements on different 

islands, including what looks like a pirate mast, a tire swing, and a 

cargo net). 



 Lion Country Safari is proud to be an active participant in 

ChimpanZoo, an observational program of chimpanzees in zoos and 

other wildlife facilities, headed by world-renowned chimp expert, Dr. 

Jane Goodall who has personally visited Lion Country Safari and the 

chimps under our care numerous times. You may actually see some 

ChimpanZoo observers sitting quietly by the islands studying the 

chimps but, please, remain in your car.  Like our keepers, these 

observers have been trained to be safely and unobtrusively out of 

their vehicles.  Lion Country Safari supports the observation of its 

chimpanzees because these studies lead to valuable understanding 

of chimpanzees in wildlife facilities. 

Chimpanzees are physically and genetically the animals most 

closely related to humans. We share close to 99%of our DNA with 

them.  They are highly intelligent and capable of learning a variety of 

complicated tasks.   Chimps are diurnal, meaning that they are awake 

during the day and spend much of their time looking for food.  At 

night, they build nests of vegetation to sleep in and will rebuild new 

ones each night.  

 The strength of these animals is truly incredible. Pound for 

pound, they are estimated to be at least one and a half times stronger 

than the average human being. This means that a chimpanzee 

weighing only 100 pounds (45 kg) can throw 300 pounds (136kg) with 

one arm- and some of the males here at Lion Country Safari weigh 

over 160 pounds (73kgs)!  In fact, because chimpanzee muscles are 

so dense and their lung capacity is so small, they cannot float or 

swim. So, the water surrounding them keeps them safely on their 

islands.    

 Wild chimps form bands of individuals, who will remain in a 

fairly large home range for many years at a time. The island habitats 

here at Lion Country Safari, which are interconnected by a bridge 

system, provide a unique opportunity for the chimps in our care to 

replicate those natural living conditions. While other institutions might 

house their chimpanzees on islands or move them through different 



exhibit spaces, Lion Country Safari's great ape habitat is unique in 

that we've combined both aspects. No other institution in the world 

rotates their chimpanzees across various islands, interconnected by a 

bridge system.   

As you observe the chimps, you may spot a young but massive 

alpha male chimpanzee named Bamboo. Bamboo may look big and 

intimidating, but he's described as a sweetheart and still a bit of a 

mama's boy, earning himself the nickname "marshmallow." He also 

often lets his lower lip hang loosely; a chimpanzee expression that 

often indicates a relaxed state. At his age, Bamboo is still learning 

how to be an alpha, but he's very smart and he's doing a great job of 

growing into his role. Bamboo’s mother, Tonic, is a really special 

chimp, a fantastic mom and has been very supportive of Bamboo as 

he has taken on his alpha role. She’s his staunchest ally and will get 

involved in any group disagreement to support him. 

 Like human infants, chimpanzee babies are quite helpless 

when they are born, and for the first few months of life, are held 

cradled in their mother’s arms. They are weaned by the time they are 

about 4-5 years old, just in time for the mother to give birth to her next 

baby.   

 Chimpanzees are renowned for their ability to manufacture and 

utilize their own tools, mostly as aids in collecting food. They are 

omnivorous, eating about 200 different kinds of leaves and fruit, as 

well as insects, honey, eggs, small birds, and mammals. They will 

use stones to crack open nuts, sticks to pull down fruit laden tree 

branches, and will patiently poke twigs into termite mounds and ant 

hills, snacking on any insects that have clung to the twigs once they 

are removed from the hole. 

Chimps’ high level of intelligence also allows them to voluntarily 

participate in their own health care and husbandry. Our Curator of 

Conservation, Research, and Chimpanzees pioneered a ground-

breaking training and research program to monitor chimpanzee heart 



health. Like humans, chimpanzees are naturally susceptible to heart 

health issues later in life and, until now, blood pressure and EKG 

readings had never been recorded on awake chimpanzees. Our 

chimp team has not only developed the relationship with our 

chimpanzees to voluntarily accept vaccinations but also to present 

their fingertips for EKG and blood pressure readings regularly to 

document and monitor their health, allowing the conservation and 

zoological community to learn even more about chimpanzee 

wellness.                                

 Here at Lion Country Safari, another important and essential 

part of caring for our chimpanzees involves enhancing their 

environments.  New and different objects, puzzles, toys and food 

items are imaginatively introduced on to their islands daily in order to 

stimulate natural behaviors such as foraging, problem solving, tool 

making and investigation.  Such environmental enrichment helps our 

chimpanzee communities experience similarly enriched lives as their 

wild counterparts. 

The islands you see on your right, across from the chimp 

islands, are home to another group of primates called white-handed 

gibbons. Native to Southeast Asia, gibbons live in small family 

groups in a dense rain-forest habitat and are almost exclusively 

arboreal (meaning they live in the trees). Gibbons do not have tails to 

assist them with their movements in the trees, but instead travel 

through their environment with a hand-over-hand method of 

locomotion called brachiation.   

Habitat for white-handed gibbons and other Asian rainforest 

animals like elephants and tigers is being destroyed for palm oil 

plantations. Palm oil is an ingredient in many of the packaged foods 

we eat and the products we use like toiletries and detergent. To help 

save habitat for gibbons and other animals, you can select products 

with the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil or RSPO-certified logo 

on them. RSPO-certified products and companies are required to 

meet certain requirements to ensure that they are farming sustainably 



instead of clear-cutting and burning forests for the palm plantations. 

You can also download and use the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s Palm 

Oil Shopper’s App to help you find sustainable products. Thanks for 

being a conscious consumer to save species! 

Gibbons eat mostly fruits, leaves and other vegetation, but will 

also eat insects, eggs and small vertebrates. They are highly 

territorial and will vigorously defend their territories with noisy, 

acrobatic displays. Spacing of family group territories are maintained 

using loud group vocalizations, which are often heard here at Lion 

Country Safari. 

By now you must have spotted the tallest of all animals, the 

giraffe. Reaching heights of up to 18 feet (5.5m), they are the watch 

towers of the tree-scattered African terrain in which they live.  With a 

keen sense of smell and hearing, and outstanding vision, they are 

well equipped to sense danger approaching.  When a giraffe stops to 

stare, other animals would be wise to take note!   

   Its long legs and neck and an 18-inch (46 cm) prehensile 

tongue allow the giraffe to reach the tender leaves of the tallest 

acacia trees. A giraffe’s diet consists largely of leaves in the wild, and 

we simulate that here by cutting browse and branches from trees all 

over out 600 acres of property and hang these branches multiple 

times a day for our giraffe. We also rotate the giraffe into what we 

refer to as the cypress head, a small forest of cypress trees visible in 

the distance to your left after the chimp islands. Here they can forage 

and browse for more leaves and they even enjoy chewing the bark 

right off of the trees. Most of this browse is not included in the roughly 

1.4 million pounds (635 thousand kg) of food total that we go through 

each year for all of the animals combined at Lion Country Safari but 

the giraffe will also get produce and some hay daily.   

 Both males and females have horn-like projections on their 

heads, but they are unlike those of any other mammal (other than 

their cousins, the okapi).  They are made of bone and are covered 



with skin and fur.  The males use their horns when sparring amongst 

themselves, swinging their heads and long necks, and striking their 

opponent from the side.   

Giraffe are remarkably graceful runners and can reach speeds 

of up to 35 miles (56 km) per hour.  They rarely lie down and usually 

sleep standing up.  To drink, they must splay their front legs widely 

apart and stoop to the ground.  When doing so, they are highly 

vulnerable to lions.  If attacked, a giraffe will deliver severe blows with 

its hooves and will often seriously injure its attacker.  Calves are born 

after a 15-month gestation period, are 6 feet (2 m) tall and weigh 

about 140 pounds (63.5kg).   

Giraffe are currently in decline and experiencing a “silent” 

extinction, largely as a result of habitat loss. Often we see giraffe and 

identify them as a single species, however recent research has 

identified that there are, in fact, 4 distinct species of giraffe and 

several subspecies. A single adult giraffe eats approximately 75 

pounds (34 kg) of food each day, which means that they need large 

areas of habitat to roam and browse for food. Lion Country Safari is 

proud to support the work of the Giraffe Conservation Foundation to 

help save giraffes in Africa. The sale of giraffe paintings, created by 

our resident giraffe artists as part of their enrichment program, is one 

of the ways we help to raise funds directly for GCF. We’ve also 

recently sent staff members to Namibia to help GCF researchers with 

field conservation and research projects where our staff members 

traversed the deserts photographing giraffe for a census. Lion 

Country Safari is also proud to be home to one of the largest herds of 

giraffe under human care in the country. 

You are now nearing the end of your driving tour of Lion 

Country Safari, but entry to Safari World walk-through adventure park 

is also included in your admission and there is still much more to do 

and see, including more animal habitats, daily presentations, rides, 

water attractions, shopping, and 4 options for dining. Don’t miss out 



on the remarkable experience of being eye to eye with some of these 

friendly giants at our giraffe feeding area. 

Enjoy the rest of your day here with us at Lion Country Safari. 

You are welcome to drive back through the preserve at no additional 

charge today. If you had a great time today, tell your friends and don’t 

forget to follow us on social media for regular updates. If you have 

suggestions for improvements, please visit the front office to fill out a 

guest comment form.   

It has been a pleasure being with you on safari today. Thank 

you for visiting and we hope you’ll come back to visit the animals 

again soon. On behalf of our team here at Lion Country Safari, 

Kwaharinie (farewell). 

 


	Structure Bookmarks

